
WHY SHOULD WE BOTHER TO VOTE???
 

All of Us or None cannot endorse individual candidates, but in the November 
2008 election, California voters will consider several propositions.  These 
propositions relate to the criminal justice system, and could become state law 
that will affect you and your family!

Proposition 5: Nonviolent Offender Rehabilitation Act (NORA) – VOTE 
YES
Proposition 5 will fund access to treatment-instead-of-incarceration and 
rehabilitation programs—a change that would dramatically reduce the 
number of people locked up unnecessarily and decrease the likelihood of 
people going back to prison. For the first time, it will fund drug treatment for 
young people, and fund drug treatment, mental health treatment, housing 
assistance, and other re-entry services each year.
Proposition 6: “Safe Neighborhoods Act” (Runner Initiative) – VOTE 
NO
The Runner initiative will cost an additional $1billion taxpayer dollars the 
first year and $500 million each year after that to fund prisons, probation, 
and police.  It targets young people for adult prison, labeling any juvenile 
convicted of a “gang-related felony” as unfit for juvenile court or detention.  
This initiative forbids distribution of youthful offender block grants to 
go to drug treatment or mental health, instead distributing the funds to 
county probation departments. It requires sheriffs and trial courts to record 
immigration status of anyone charged, booked, or convicted of a felony, 
and supports annual background checks for any resident in subsidized 
housing. It significantly increases the sentences for a range of offenses, 
and prohibits prisoners from work, education, or programming credits if 
their conviction could have resulted in life imprisonment.
 
Proposition 9: “Marsy’s Law” – VOTE NO
 
Proposition 9 will give the Board of Prison Terms (parole board) the power 
to delay parole hearings for up to 15 years, and eliminates a prisoner’s 
right to have an attorney at parole revocation hearings.  It changes the 
rules in parole hearings to allow hearsay and requires everyone convicted 
to pay restitution in addition to their prison sentence. It expands victims’ 
legal rights, prioritizes the payment of restitution over all other fines, and 
punishes non-payment by prohibiting eligibility for ending probation or 



for expunging past convictions. It prohibits the early release of prisoners 
to relieve overcrowding, and restricts the possibility of release on bail for 
pretrial defendants.
 
 
 
For information, contact All of Us or None c/o Legal Services for Prisoners 

with Children, 1540 Market St., #490, San Francisco, CA  94102
Telephone: 415-255-7036 x 337; info@allofusornone.org

 


